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New York Theatre Week 


Festival- Longacre 1/18. Walter Fried presents new comedy by Sam & Bella Spe- 
waek With Paul Henreid,Betty Field,staged by Albert Marre...The Time of Your Life= 
City Center 1/19. NYC Theatre Co 3rd limited run production, revival of William Sar 
oyan’s play directed by Sanford Meisner, with Franchot Tone, Harold Lang Myron Mo 
Cormick, Gloria Vanderbilt, John Carradine..eThe Passion of Gross- De Lys 1/20. 
Arthur Len ger & Bernard Lubar present Harold Levitt’ s new play with Jack Gilford, 
Sylvia Short, direoted by Paul Vincent Gordon. 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


The Fourposter- City Center 1/5, Except for a sole minority report. filed by 
Watts,Post, NY dally critics loved return of Jessioa Tandy and Hume Cronyn in Jn 
de Hartog's two character comedy staged by Jose Ferrer, Post aisle sitter's com- 
plaints centered about faot that author could have used seme material and given it 
something more in the way of comment, viewpoint,emotion,lyriciam,irony or even bitt- 
erness. Instead it ceme out,he thought, a routine and undramatic narrative. His col- 
leagues couldn't agree less, Atkinson,Times, once again found show funny and origin- 
al,a little material and a lot of skill in writing ad acting creating a very happy 
evening in the theatree Kerr, Herald Tribune,admits play has little in way of 
fresh inspiration,but play has gradually become pproperty of the cast, It seems 
better than ever to Colman,Mirror, Hawkins,World Telegram & Sun, feels play even 
in its brief life so far has become a classic of modern dramatic literaturee 


New Year's Resolutions of a NY Critic 


In 1955 McClain, Journal American, will try to remember that the guy that pro- 
duced, wrote,directed,acted in a bad show didn'; steal his wallet. He's probably a 
decent guy and may do better next time, so critic will try to remember there's no 
reason to salughter him in a review. McClain also pranises to dig up some new ad ject~ 
ives, Finally he resolves to remain awake, even in the theatree 


House of Flowers Inportance 


NBC Critic At Large Leon’ Pearson thinks House of Flowers, primitive,sensual, 
barefoot and animal: as it is, represents a new level of Negro actorée Porgy and 
Bess was a play about Negro problems. House of Flowers,shallow as it is,is & reanark- 
‘able demons tration, broadcaster feels, or Negro talents in a play that has no prob- 
lems, Negros,Pearson predicote,may soon be ready for the next etep in professional 
acting. He leaves that to the ir judgement ani the audience s imagination. 


off Broadway Pub lic atiions 


"off BROADWAY" is 3" x 6" offset publication giving news and reviews of Off 
Broadway movement,and published bi-weekly by Ed Corley, 57 Seventh Ave South.$1-10 
iseyesee.e"8 40 Theatre” is a 5" x 6" offset publication giving news and reviews of 
Off Broadway movement,end published monthly by David Jackson, Weet Side 
63. $1.25 yeare 


Off Broadway ' 


Phoenix Theatre will present a ser 
jes of Monday evening shows titled Side- 
Shor. First program Jan 24 will be Angna 
Othey shows will be presented 
.secend Mondey through Marchese 
beacth and final full production of sea- 
sci at Phoenix will be a revue with songs 
ty David Craig. 


Loneliness is xt Shadow, a drana with 
music uri dcance,w e presented Fri and 
Ses rights at Open Door,55 W S,with Peter 
Arirews and Barbara Booth, Irving Ellis 
is directing,script by Marilyn Ellise.. 
Tn Splordid Error resumed at Greenwich 
Mews through daa 30 with no performances 
& Frise.<Playwrights Repertory Co 
presenting Blood Wedding at Masters The- 
atre,103 & Riverside Jen 6-16,..Promenade 
Theatre organized by Florence Anglin gnd 
Terry Greene to operate at First Unitar- 
ian Church,121 Pierrepont St,Bklyn,to 
present The Little Foxes Fris & Sats. 


The Merchant of Venice presented by 
Club Theatre a neh College 62 E 78was 
rated as an ambitious attempt at a prod- 
uction the groups isnot yot ready for, 
rated Atkinson,Times, and Kerr,Herald 
Tribune. Settings by John Abbate and 
costumes by Ruth Morley were approved. 
Club Theatre ,penned Times man,has not 
yet shaken off the gaucheries and strains 
of inexperienced acting. Clerence Derwent, 
as guest Shylock,was colorless for most 
part,while several others were appealin ¢ 
if not accomplished, Kerr,Herald Tribune, 
noted an engaging goodwill and a kind of 
hasty polish,but in no department equal 
to the current Twelfth Night at Jan Hus. 


The Troublemakers was rated as excit- 
ing theatre by © critics, The taut play 
explodes like @ bombshell,raved Colby, 
Journal of Commerce,who hopes show at Pre- 
sident can be moved to larger theatre so 
that more people can be distrurbed and 
thrilled by its integrity and splendid 
performances A terse and frequently ex- 
citing play,adds Dash,Women's Wear,who 
labeled author George Bellak as a pram- 
ising young playwrighte Greenberg,Show 
Business, thought script suffered fran 
timent and melodrematics,he did find it 
as meaningful and exciting theatre fare 
as is available about town, All rated 
acting and direction excellent, 
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Fucures ’ 


Festival Longacre Jan 18 
T™E »' LIFE City Center Jen 19 
Pr iv va of Gross- De Lys Jan 20 
G and Prize Plymouth Jan 26 
Plain & Fancy Hellinger Jan 27 
Murder in Cath Chapel of Inc Jan 27 
Thieves Carnivel-Cherry Lane Feb 1 
Sema rkand Morosco Feb 2 
Dark Is Light ANTA Feb @ 
Desperate Hours Barrymore Feb 10 
Wayward Saint Feb 17 
Bus Stop Feb 22 
Silk Stockings Imperial Feb 24 


1 West Coast ' 

Ticklish Aorobat presented by Stage 

Society Feb f..barbara Britton, Jan Mer- 
lin in Girl With Red Hair at Cirole Th- 
eatre Jan 0nce Upon a Tailor moves 
to Las Palmas for “pre Broadway brush- 
up™, 


' Theatre Book Comments ' 


"Gretrude Lawrence as Mrs A™ by 
Richard Aldrich( Greystone) was lauded 
as a worthy successa to star's own aut0 
biography "A Star Denced" by Down, Variety. 
Book is beautifully produed and hands 
ely illustrated, 


"Daniel Blun's Theatre World"=Green 


CBS TV Qnnibus production of Merr 
Widow was applmded fora livly product 
Ton of the stendard worke Cyril Ritchar 
a job as direotor was especially noted. 
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berg-was rated the best of the theatre 
yearbooks for the researcher,and visually 
the most appealing,okayed Down,Variety. 
Theatre TV Canments ' 


Green Roan Department 


INS IDE A TURKEY..,Why actors,authors,and producers get ... dwith @ play they 
kmow will flop was partially explained to McClain, Jouisal American, by an actor 
fciond . Frankly,the actor needed the doughe The Hollywood actress the producer 
prouissd would be in show had no intention »" sing in it, so leading femgic 
role went to producer's girlfriend. Durin® ‘ ut of town tryout of this show, 
a recent unnamed Broadway flop,the author sed the producer's demands of 
rewriting the script, mos tly because the .vhor was hungry tooe After NY open- 
ing when show got expected panning,prod:; ver is happy because he belioves that 


he made his girl friend a star, plus ¢'« fact that the producer can mark show 
off as a nice tax losse 


COLMN TIPSeeeRole Dennis King portrays in Lunatics and Lovers actual ly patterned 
after a politioian of Kingeley's acquaintance, Farrell revealseeeGloria Van- 
derbilt to try-out for lead of musical version of Gigi,hears Kilgallen..dfonte 
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Proser may take legal action in feud with Mike E11 t Bucks County Playhouse, 
hints Sobel, 


GALLANT BREED.seeeActors are a gallant breed,states Burr,Playbill. Cyrano in his 
fight with 100 men faced no greater odds than the average actor meets in his 
fight for life. Theytre foolish,perhaps,these grey and battle scarred old 
troupers,to go on still following a gleam that faded long agoe But they're 
sanehow very admirable. Burr asks audience to keep this in mind when giving 
to Actors Fund “bread-basket" cempaigne 


CRITICAL THOUGHTSeesDrama villainesses,such as Patty McCormiok,Bad Seed, make a 
point of behaving far better offstage than the sweet heroines,notes Watts,Post, 
eceNosh in FloweringPeach,quips Phillips,WT&S,sent out a dove which came back 
with an agent ak ta Haak cardeseOnly reasons actors took Black Eyed Susan 
roles, bets Nathan, Journal American,was that they were awfully hungry and hoped 
to get a little eating money out of ite 


INTERV IEW HI-LITESeeePeople don't go to the theatre to have their emotions kicked, 
they don't want to get involved with life, George Bellak,author of The Trouble- 
makers, told Herridge,Post. Bellak believes it isn't as important to make 
@udienges think as it is to make then feelersSteel oil barrels cut down, tuned 
and grooved into different sections and tones is the description Geoffrey Hold- 
er gives of the steel drums in House of Flowers, Calta,Times,reportse Holder 
can get 22 tones fran the drumseeelt 1 over have to be poor, I’m gonna be poor 
where {t is warm, Buddy +Hackett, Lumatios and Lovers, explained to Mockridge, 


WT&Se Canic is well aware that his great wave of prosperity might some day cane 
to an end,but he's prepared for ite 


' Pros & Cons by MK ' 


House of Flowers is a big,noisy,pic- Setting the Broadway date for the 
torally beautiful show that fails to pro- opening of a new show is becoming one 
vide its talented cast with good materiale of the most hectic elements of show bus 
Musio,book,dancing are all second rate and ness. Hardly a day passes that at 
on the boring side, First aot dance seq- least 3 shows don't switch debut dates. 
uence is 4 marathon of meaningless running. Admittedly there is a scramble for the 
Diahann Carroll is star of show,inspite available hous es. But producers should 
of billing to contrary, After hearing abu realize that the theatre ticket buyer 
this show for 18 months,the product is a becanes confused by the constant chang- 
great disappointment. ingsHe may even spend his money on the 

Corner movie, which opens on the date 
8cheduled. 


An interesting and important decision has been made by the NY State Unemployment 
Insurance Appeal Board. Group decreed in a ruling in a case backed by Actors Equity 
that actors with special skills,such as office work, should not be penalized. Case 
concerned an actor who applied for Unemployment Insurance and had turned down jobs 

as a typist so he could continue to hunt for work as an actore Board canmented that 
the actor was justified in limiting his availability for employment to the oocupation 
in which he was trained. 


Plays 

Tender Trap, A Stone for Danny Fisher, Dybdbuk closede.,Peter Pan extended run 
through Feb eGeeeFestival moved opening to Jan OeeePlain and Fancy not set for Jan 
27eeeHouse of Flowers shorted 20 minutes... Wedding Breakrast ..Dear Cha 
les closes Jan Soes.Tonight in Semarkand opens Jan 60 at Morosco,..Wayward Saint due 
Fo open Feb Tans and Fred Saidy,creators of 


bow working on musical with Revolutionary War background.s.Sylvester, based on the 


novel "998" by Edward Hyams,will be produced by Nancy Davids...Day After Tomorrow 
starring Eddie Dowling will be presented by Violla Rubber and Alan Robingone 


Pe ople 


Louise King replaces Sally Forrest in Seven Year Itch starting Jan 24..eNew 
leading players in Kismet include Bill Johnson, Elaine Malbin, Julie Wilson..Bli 
Wallach will enter Teahouse of August Moon cast next month, first to play Capt Fisby 
and later Sakinie. stephen Douglass signed for Damn YankeeeesWilliam Harrigan and 
Dennis Patrick have joined Wayward Saint aqeSeth Apnold,veterm of 26 Broadway plays, 
died at age 70, 


Other Broadways 


Tender Trap tour with Kent Smith, K T Stevens, Russell Nype opens in Princeton 
Jan 21.,..Jed Harris will present London edition of Lunatics and LoverseeeOld Vio 
will present Richard II in English in Paris next summer, while French Netional Popul- 
aire will present seme play in French at Old Vic Theatre in London. 


Theatre Film Notes 

Ondine film version with Audrey Hepburn end Mel Ferrer will be made by Assoc- 
iated British Studios...Robert Lewis will direct Paramount film “Anything 
Josh Logan will direct Columbia film “Pionio." 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Selected Plays of Sean O'Casey" with a foreward by the author and an 
ion by John Gassner published by George Brazillier(215-4th,NYC)eee"Oscar Wilde”, a 
collection of dramas,stories,poems,edited by E F Maine published by Dutton, 
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